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SUBIECT. Mention in Parlismentary Defense Debate of Crash of Plane c..]rrying yzy. ('—3 ;’3
Fuclear Weapons. LS - /G5
o
In connection with the recent public discussion of flights ever Britain by G
Planes, including United States Air Force, carrying nuclear vweapons, the enclosed ~
self-explanatory memorsndum will be of interest to the Department, giving further -
background information regarding the statements made during the February 27 Defense -
Debate in the Fouse of Cemmons, first by the Laber Party speaker, da Freitas, and .
subsequently by the Secretary of State for War, Christopher Soames, as already
reported in Embtel 5151, dated February 28, 1958. 8}
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FROM: POL/AE - Howard Mey rs

SUBJECT: Crash of plene possibly carrying nuclear weapons, allkged to have taken
place recently

1) Mr. Hainwerth, Head of the Atomic Energy Sectien ef the Foreign Office,
telephoned me at 6 PM on February 27, to say that Iabor MP DeFreitas had just
alleged during the debate on defense policy in the House of Ccimens that in a
recent air crash in Eest Anglia the police had told the public to keep back
because a military team would shortly arrive te take care of matters. Delreitas
sald this led him to the cenclusion that, in light of the previeus stetements
on this subject by Butler and Macmillan, the plane which crashed was carrying =
nuclear veapon. Hainwortk sald that the Air Ministry had asked him te ring
through to me and find out whether I knew the facts er could ascertain them, and
that the Air Ministry would pursue General Moere to see whether they could get
an snswer. He alse said that this information vas needed immediately for reply
in the evening's debate. I promised te loek inte the matter, but said as far
a8 I kmew no such crash of a US plane carrying nuclear weapons had taken place.

2) I telephoned the duty efficer at the Third Air Force, Major Meltoa, who
is in the Plans Divisiem umder Col. Campbell; explained the matter; and’
requested that he check the situatien also with the Seventh Air Didiiea.

Melton returned my call within 15 or 20 minutes, and infermed mes that: =~
(a) there vas no knowledge of a crash eof any aircraft carrying nuclear weapens
on the part of Third and Seventh Air; (b) the situation regmiing Seventh Air
Divisien operations was as previcusly recounted to me some veeks ago by
Generzl Blanchard, namely, there had been ne crash of any plane of the Seventh
Alr Division since July 1956, and never any crash in the UK of a plane carrying
nuclear weapons; (c) that an P-86 fighter of the Third Air Force had gone into
the pea off the coast en January 3rd, but this plane was not carrying any
nuclear weapons.

3) I telephoned Frank Cooper, Assistant Secretary of the Air Ministry,
who had requested that I centact him directly, and guve him the facts. Cooper
said that he would suggest to the Cabinet Minister who weuld respend to this
statement that he simply say that there had been no crash of any plane carrying
nuclear weapons.

4) Becretary of State for War Scames subsequently said last night in reply
to this statement by DeFreitas: "I cen assure him that is not eo". (Hansard,
Feb. 27, Cel. 663)

cc: 3rd Air-Col. Campbell
Tth Alr-Cal. Yancy
PAO-Mr, Coanoers
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